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1995: Eastman hosts the third annual Gateways Music Fes�val 
 
On September 10th, 1995, the third annual Gateways Music Festival concluded with a gala concert in the 
Eastman Theater, at which the Gateways Festival Orchestra, comprised of 75 African American musicians 
from across the nation, performed under the direction of three conductors in turn. The Festival had been 
founded in 1993 by concert pianist Armenta Adams Hummings with the goal of increasing the visibility 
of musicians of color. Altogether, the 1995 Festival featured five programs—orchestral, chamber, and 
solo instrumental—led by three different conductors and featuring five soloists.  Eastman School Director 
Robert Freeman addressed the audience from the stage at the opening of the concluding concert, using 
the occasion to announce that Rochester would henceforth become the Gateways Musical Festival’s 
permanent site. 

The Festival had opened on September 8th with a chamber music concert in Kilbourn Hall; the program 
had included Lyric for Strings by Eastman alumnus and Pulitzer Prize laureate George Walker, DMA. In 
addition, Michael Morgan conducted a chamber orchestra in Bach’s Brandenburg Concerto no. 1. On 
September 9th, two performances took place in Kilbourn Hall: an afternoon piano recital in which the 
Rev. Charles Walker and Mr. Roy Eaton shared the bill, and an evening chamber music concert featuring 
a mixed bill of performers. The Anderson Quartet, whose members were all Eastman School alumni, 
gave the premiere performance of Alvin Singleton’s Somehow We Can (1994), which had been inspired by 
the poem of the same title by conductor James DePreist, nephew of contralto Marian Anderson, after 
whom the Quartet was named. Also appearing that evening, cellist Owen Young and pianist Joy Michele 
Cline so impressed the audience with their performance of Rachmaninoff’s Cello Sonata in G minor that 
the Eastman School immediately engaged them to appear in the Kilbourn Concert series in the 1996-97 
season. (The program for their return engagement on October 8th, 1996 would include the Sonata for 
Cello and Piano by Eastman’s own George Walker.) 

Festival programming continued on September 10th with a piano monster concert in the Eastman 
Theater, which was opened with solo works announced from the stage by five pianists performing in 
turn. Thereafter, the concert concluded with Louis Moreau Gottschalk’s arrangement of Rossini’s William 
Tell Overture, scored for ten pianos (!) with orchestra, all conducted by Awadagin Pratt. The Festival 
concluded that evening with the Festival Orchestra concert in the Eastman Theater. The concert was 
opened with remarks by the Honorable William Johnson, Mayor of Rochester, and by Dr. Freeman. Mr. 
Johnson was quoted in the Rochester Times-Union the following day as having told the audience, “It does 
my heart good if I see one or two African American musicians in an orchestra. But my heart is beating 
overtime tonight,” he said as he gestured towards the 75-piece Festival Orchestra. The concert featured 
three different conductors, each leading the Festival Orchestra in turn: Michael Morgan, Alfred Duckett, 
and Awadagin Pratt, who doubled as conductor and soloist in Beethoven’s Piano Concerto no. 3. Pianist 
Richard Fields was soloist in William Grant Still’s Kaintuck for piano and orchestra, which had received 
its world premiere performance in the Eastman Theater under Howard Hanson’s direction on January 
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16th, 1936. The concluding work on the program was A Lincoln Portrait by Aaron Copland, with 
Eastman’s very own William Warfield, BM ’42, appearing as the narrator. 

►Photos by Louis Ouzer, master negative nos. R4160-2, 14, 15, 26, 34, 36; R4161-19, 31, 36. 

Background:  

“Black Musicians Shine at Gateways Festival” in Eastman Notes, December 1995 issue, pages 1 and 10; 
reprinted from the Rochester Times-Union, September 11th, 1995. 
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