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1997: RETURN OF THE GATEWAYS MUSIC FESTIVAL 

On September 4th-6th, 1997, the Gateways Music Festival was held in Rochester for the second 
time—and, significantly, for the first time with the Eastman School of Music as an active partner. 
Founded by concert pianist Armenta Adams Hummings in 1993, the Festival had as its central 
aim to celebrate the universal appeal of classical music and its power to cross racial lines and to 
bring divers communities together.  These photos show a youth ensemble rehearsing in Room 
120 (today the Ray Wright Room) during the Youthfest which was part of the 1997 Festival 
program. The Festival concluded on September 6th with a pair of chamber music recitals in 
Kilbourn Hall.   

►Photos by Louis Ouzer, taken on September 6th, 1997; master negative nos. R4260-21, 25, 27.   
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